
Special Report: The University of Lake Berryessa 

During my 25 years at Lake Berryessa, I've had many interesting experiences, learned many amazing things, 
and met many unique people. One of the more fascinating connections I've established is with the engineers 
and scientists at the University of Lake Berryessa. ULB has purposefully kept a very low profile due to the 
uniqueness of its research, most of which is funded by secret government agencies and very advanced high 
tech corporations. Within those circles ULB is fondly referred to as "Area 52".  
 

 
 
From time to time, the University releases some advanced product information to test its impact and acceptance 
in the public marketplace. As a recognized "influencer", the Lake Berryessa News has acted as a conduit to the 
public for those new products. Due to the tight security constraints involved the "product announcements" have 
been presented as "April Fool’s Day" humor as their cover story. The following section has been reviewed by 
the relevant organizations. Per standard policy, some references have been redacted as required in the interests 
of national security. 
 
The Secret History of a History of Secrets 
 
I’ve been fortunate to have been allowed to document some of the activities of the University of Lake Berryessa 
(ULB) over the last few years. ULB is a secretive institution of advanced research. Its history mirrors that of 
the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) with which it has been associated since its 
founding. 
 



The creation of DARPA was authorized by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1958, the same year Monticello 
Dam was completed, and Lake Berryessa began to fill. Its purpose is creating and executing research and 
development projects to expand the frontiers of technology and science. DARPA does not perform its 
engineering alchemy in isolation. It works within an innovation ecosystem that includes academic, corporate 
and governmental partners to create new strategic opportunities and novel tactical options. The University of 
Lake Berryessa is an important stealth member of this innovation ecosystem. 
A consortium was formed early on between the Defense Advanced Projects Agency (DARPA) and the 
Berryessa Underground Research Program in Action (BURPA) to be designated DABURPA (with apologies 
to Chicago’s DABEARS superfans.) The ULB campus encompasses several stories of underground 
classrooms, research laboratories, and engineering development test sites below the surface of Lake 
Berryessa’s Big Island. Clandestine construction of the top secret ULB facilities began at the same time as 
Monticello Dam - using the dam’s need for building materials to hide the large amount of construction debris 
produced and delivered to the dam site. The remainder was used to construct Goat Island. 
Since that time very little information about ULB’s activities have been made public. Previous Confidential 
benefactors have included Albert Einstein, David Blaine, Steve Jobs, and recently Elon Musk, the Technoking 
of Tesla. 
 
Over the years ULB has allowed the Lake Berryessa News access to review and publish some of its research. 
The following projects were first reported by the Lake Berryessa News and indicate the broad range of 
innovation which allowed ULB to beat other competitors such as Hogwarts. 
 
Glory Hole: Black Hole, Wormhole - Or Both? 

Floating Indian Casino and Golf Course 

Grass-Fed People to Replace Grass-Fed Beef 

Meat Grapes & Steak Potatoes 

Miniature Game Fishing 

Tesla’s Quantum Tachyon Mirror 

Triploid Trout - Big & Smart 

One of the most elite educational institutions of which you have never heard was thrown into the international 
spotlight on April 1, 2021 when it was acknowledged for its cutting edge research and design, such as: 
 
1. Plant-eating robots: The Energy Autonomous Tactical Robot (EATR) program creates robots that feed off 
plants just as animals do.  
2. Sensor plants: To control the physiology of plants in order to detect chemical, biological, radiological and 
nuclear threats.  
 
The Lake Berryessa News is grateful to the ULB administration, especially Chancellor I. Kamin Furst, for the 
access it has provided. Out of a sense of irony or subtle absurdity, most of the information released to the Lake 
Berryessa News has coincided with the April 1st holiday every year.  
 
2023 is the 65th anniversary of the founding of the University of Lake Berryessa. In keeping with the 
university’s eclectic sense of satirical humor, this year’s anniversary has no particular significance. To honor 
that significance, the University is dedicating this year to fantasy artist and engineeronaut M.C. Escher. 
 
ULB is located in several state-of-the-art underground facilities below Big Island. The Below the University 
of Lake Berryessa facilities, often referred to as the BULB by staff, itself has a very secret area, designated the 



"Light BULB", where the most blue-sky (blue-water in this case) research is performed. Below is a typical job 
recruitment posting. 
 

 
 


