
Why Does A Hiker Cross The Road? To Get To Stebbins Cold Canyon! 
 
https://naturalreserves.ucdavis.edu/stebbins-cold-canyon 
 
It's only a short (driving) distance down Hwy 128 from the Quail Ridge Reserve, to reach the Stebbins Cold 
Canyon Reserve across from Monticello Dam. This popular hiking site is one of only three small pieces of 
land near Lake Berryessa that is included in the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument (with Berryessa 
Peak and Cedar Roughs). 
 
Set in a steep, north-facing canyon of the northern Coast Range, this reserve provides excellent opportunities 
to study plant and animal communities of both the inner and outer Coast Ranges. Differences in slope, 
exposure, and moisture regimes promote a variety of undisturbed habitats, including valley and foothill 
grasslands, blue oak woodland, chamise chaparral, lower montane chaparral, mixed riparian woodland, and 
intermittent foothill stream. It also has incredible views of Lake Berryessa (after a bit of a strenuous hike 
uphill!). 
 

 
 
Year-round springs provide watering areas for many wildlife species, such as bear, mountain lion, blacktailed 
deer, ringtail, and turkey. A total of 108 bird species (35 nesting), eight amphibian, eighteen reptile, 43 
mammal, and more than 290 plant species have been identified at the reserve. Adjacent protected lands held 
by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife greatly expand 
the effective research area. 
 



The reserve is named in honor of G. Ledyard Stebbins, a world-renowned plant geneticist and longtime 
professor at UC Davis and Berkeley. Stebbins was an avid naturalist with a strong interest in conserving natural 
biotic communities. 
 
The site is fully open to the public. Approximately 65,000 people visit the reserve’s nine miles of hiking trails 
annually to explore its canyon bottoms and ridgetops. The reserve is available for field trips by elementary and 
secondary schools and collaborates on a number of local school interpretation and curriculum development 
projects. The Stebbins Docent Program aims to educate the public as an impact mitigation tool, and a means 
to increasing Citizen Science opportunities in the reserve. The reserve also provides opportunities for the 
establishment of long term programs monitoring environmental change. 

Selected Research: California Bumble Bee Atlas; Bird nocturnal flight call recording; Tick surveillance for 
disease detection; Landscape design architecture; Population genomics of the western forest scorpion; Fire 
ecology and hydrology; Diversity and ecology of plant growth promoting Trichoderma species; Solitary bee 
microbiome study; The brood cell microbiome of solitary bees; California Conservation Genomics Project 

See the variety of trails available at: 
Best trails in Stebbins Cold Canyon Reserve 

 
https://www.alltrails.com/parks/us/california/stebbins-cold-canyon-reserve 

 

 
 


