
Does the WALROS Like Lake Berryessa? 
 
Don't think that the Bureau of Reclamation may not have a sense of humor! Just regard their "Water and Land 
Use Recreation Opportunities Spectrum (WALROS)". Unreliable inside sources report that at the close of 
every policy meeting relating to the WALROS process, the meeting chair declares "I am the WALROS!" to 
which the meeting attendees respond, "goo goo ga joob". According to Beatles lore, "goo goo ga joob" or "goo 
goo g'joob" in Australian are the last words uttered by Humpty Dumpty before his fall. 
 

 
 

The Water and Land Use Recreation Opportunities Spectrum (WALROS) is a quite serious and well-executed 
policy that was approved and adopted by Reclamation in 2009 and reissued in 2011. It is an inventory, 
planning, and management tool applicable to the following tasks:   
 
• inventory and map water and/or land recreation opportunities; 
• integrate recreation into the agency planning process; 
• compare recreation demand to the supply of available recreation opportunities; 
• evaluate the benefits and costs of proposed alternatives; 
• identify and manage a tourism niche for communities and the private sector; 
• identify and protect important natural and cultural resources; 
• increase public awareness of recreation choices and available opportunities; 
• develop visitor capacities; 
• conserve a diversity of water and land recreation opportunities; and 
• ensure high-quality recreation experiences and benefits for current and future visitors and the local 

community. 
 

www.lakeberryessanews.com/resources/References-PDFs/2011-WALROS-Handbook.pdf 
 
A rural developed WALROS area is defined as beyond a metropolitan area and the suburban ring of 
development. Rural developed areas may serve as “bedroom” communities for urban areas and may contain 
working farms, ranches, and towns. In this setting, primary road networks are common. Although development 



will be prevalent and common, the setting has a pastoral sense because of an interspersing of forests, water 
resources, hills, valleys, canyons, wetlands, open spaces, and agricultural lands. Naturally appearing shoreline 
edges are common, although various water controls or other structures are also common.  
 
Recreation management is prevalent and common but not as extensive as in an urban setting (e.g., personnel, 
rules, facilities, signs, services, conveniences, security). Recreation use, diversity, socialization, concentration, 
sense of security, and conveniences are less common than in a developed suburban or urban setting. The sights, 
sounds, and smells of recreational and nonrecreational use are common, yet interspersed with locations and 
times when the urbanized visitor may experience a sense of tranquility and escape from everyday challenges. 
Examples of rural developed areas include areas with country estates, second homes and cabins, dams, power 
stations, primary and secondary roads, communication lines, resorts, marinas, small communities, full service 
campgrounds, county and State parks, farms, ranches, and small commercial and industrial establishments. 
 
Lake Berryessa is not another natural “lake in the country”. It is a major economic, social, and recreation 
resource in an urban-proximate setting. Lake Berryessa clearly falls into the Rural Developed Setting category 
in WALROS. Photographic examples of Lake Berryessa are actually used in the WALROS to support the 
Rural Developed WALROS Area classification. The photo below shows the annual Lake Berryessa swim. 
Besides this photo the Handbook provides another example photo for the Rural Developed WALROS Area - 
a photo of the Napa County Sheriff's Department launching their Lake Berryessa Patrol boat. 
 
WALROS was also instrumental in preventing the spurious attempt to incorporate Lake Berryessa into the 
controversial Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. Refer to the section at the end of this book titled, 
How to Create a National Monument. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 


