
Motorized Boats Banned From Big Island Lagoon! Why! 
 
In a highly unpopular move with no real public support the Bureau of Reclamation arbitrarily closed Big Island 
Lagoon, a traditional family boating rest area, to motorized recreation more than ten years ago. The final 2006 
Record of Decision (ROD) simply stated that “certain areas of the lake are reserved for non-motorized water 
craft and trolling engines.” The areas so designated were not actually described in the ROD, but were simply 
drawn on a map of the lake - Big Island Lagoon and the area near Steele Park known as Willi’s Cove. No other 
public notification nor request for public input was made prior to the release of the 2006 ROD. 
 
Record of Decision: Future Recreation Use and Operations of Lake Berryessa (June 2, 2006) 
 
6. Land and Water Use Classification. The WROS is not adopted as part of the VSP ROD. Existing 
requirements developed in conjunction with Action 17, “Water Surface Zoning and Restrictions,” of the 1993 
RAMP ROD are carried forward on an interim basis pending future adoption by Reclamation of the WROS or 
other land and water use classification system in consultation with the forum established in paragraph 1c. In 
the interim, certain areas will be reserved for use by non-motorized water craft and electric trolling motors 
only. These areas are identified in Appendix B, map number 413-202-8. 
 

 



 
The Big Island Lagoon has been open only to non-motorized craft since 2006. The BOR ''s own policy states 
that when making serious changes to recreation amenities they would accept public comment to assist in 
decision-making, monitor the effectiveness of the changes, and modify the policy as appropriate. What is odd 
about this situation is that Reclamation never implemented this “non-motorized zone” ROD designation at 
Willi’s Cove. Why not?  
 
The justification for this action was silly then and has been proven by observation over the following years to 
be completely false. This restriction should be eliminated because years of data show that almost no one now 
uses that "exclusive use" space except a few random kayakers per year, most of them rentals from the nearby 
rental business at Spanish Flat. The Big Island Lagoon should be open to all of the boating public as a 5 MPH 
or “No Wake” zone as it was previously designated. 
 

 
 

A Lake Berryessa Midsummer Night’s Dream (With Apologies to William Shakespeare) 
by Peter Kilkus 

 
I had a memory the other day of tubing and jet skiing on Lake Berryessa with friends and family. For a break 
we’d drift in to the Big Island Lagoon at 5 mph to float quietly with the other folks on patio boats, houseboats, 
or even some in kayaks. It was a quiet, safe place to float or even to put your deck chair on a sand bar and kick 
back in six inches of water while kids splashed around you. Later it was time for prime rib or pizza at the Steele 
Park Boathouse Restaurant savoring one of the most beautiful views on the lake. 
 
But then I had a nightmare that a Dark Force swept down on Lake Berryessa and destroyed our homes and 
resorts, tearing up launch ramps, demolishing restaurants, eliminating access to the lake for years – even 
denying entry to the Big Island Lagoon to everyone except some phantom kayakers who never showed up. 
 
But then, this being mid-summer, I had a comforting Midsummer Night’s Dream. I saw myself sitting at a 
beautiful floating marina restaurant and bar, sipping a margarita, with my trusty low-emissions, quiet, 
environmentally friendly jet ski at my side. Happy families were once again drifting slowly into the Big Island 
Lagoon for a rest stop. New resorts were providing launching and pleasant new facilities to visitors from all 



over the Bay Area. Just before I woke up, I was once again looking out at that fantastic Steele Canyon 
Recreation Area view, but now it was from a brand new restaurant. 
 

 
 


