Why is Lake Berryessa Not a Part of the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument?

The previous section describes one of the answers to this question. A detailed report answering any remaining
questions is included at the end of this book and is available for download at:

https://www.lakeberryessanews.com/resources/References-PDFs/History-of-the-Creation-of-the-Berryessa-
Snow-Mountain-National-Monument.pdf

Lake Berryessa is not “nationally significant” enough to rate inclusion in a national monument designation. It
is not even an especially important environmental resource. This is a man-made lake that did not exist before
1958. It is an agricultural resource, drinking water resource, and a recreation resource — in that order. The lands
around it have been significantly disturbed by construction and grazing for decades. Ecologically, the land is
interesting but not critical to the existence of any species.

The water has no significant indigenous species, although some native fish from the old Putah Creek — Town
of Monticello days still survive. Fish are stocked in Lake Berryessa by the Department of Fish and Wildlife
for human recreation — not for conservation. In an Associated Press article posted on December 18, 2014,
Congressman Mike Thompson's office acknowledged this fact stating that, "Lake Berryessa, would not be
included in the national monument designation because it is not of historic or scientific value."

Lake Berryessa clearly falls into the Rural Developed Setting category in the government’s own Water and
Land Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Users’ Handbook (WALROS) as described in the previous section.

There are only three small local areas included in the national monument: Stebbins Cold Canyon Reserve,
Berryessa Peak, and Cedar Roughs Wilderness area. See map below. All three were already protected from
development. Stebbins has been a major hiking destination for decades. Berryessa Peak and Cedar Roughs are
very difficult to access and have little public use. The Berryessa name was a ploy to popularize the national
monument effort. It was carried over from the smaller local organization, Blue Ridge Berryessa Natural Area
Conservation Partnership (BRBNA) that was only concerned with the Lake Berryessa region. The national
monument logically should have been named the Mendocino Snow Mountain National Monument. Below is
the latest Bureau of Land Management map of the southern portion of the BSMNM. The full brochure is
available at:

https://www.lakeberryessanews.com/resources/References-PDFs/BSMNM Brochure-BLM.pdf
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