
Rock & Roll at the Berryessa Bowl 
 
The Lake Berryessa Bowl was an outdoor music venue just below the Turtle Rock Bar. During the 
summer months in the second half of the 1960s, many local and national groups appeared at the venue. 
It was large enough to host Alice Cooper and The Grateful Dead. The Grand Opening was on May 
30, 1968, and featured Loading Zone, Overbrook Express, H.P. Lovecraft, Transmatic Experience, 
The Mojo, and the Spiders.   
 
The Spiders were an American garage rock band in Phoenix, Arizona founded as "The Earwigs" in 
the spring of 1964, becoming Spiders in 1965, moving to LA and becoming The Nazz in 1967 and 
Alice Cooper in 1968. 
  
The poster shows other bands which were coming: Sly and the Family Stone, Sons of Champlin, 
Roger Collins, and Fever Tree. Alice Cooper (as The Spiders) played on June 1, 1968. Santana was 
there on July 20, 1968.  
 
First 50 girls got in free! Hit records given away! Price $2.50. Hours 9 PM- 1 AM. The few neighbors 
must have loved it. It may have been good for the Turtle Rock Bar too. 
 

 



 
 


