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Milestone Achieved! A Positive Report on the Potential Future Rebirth of Lake Berryessa!
More than a year since the Lake
Berryessa News began the campaign
to give Lake Berryessa management
back to Napa County, a major
milestone in that campaign has
arrived. A 434-page Lake Berryessa
marketing report done by Ragatz
Realty was just presented to the
County and to the Bureau of
Reclamation. Reclamation will
review and comment on the report by
July 3. Ragatz will formally present
this report at the Aug. 1 Board of
Supervisors meeting. But first a bit of
historical background for context.

Monticello Damwas finished in 1958
and Lake Berryessa filled. By the end
of 1959, Napa County had awarded
seven long-term (30 year) concession
agreements tonewly formed resorts to
provide recreation services. Leased
mobile home sites provide revenue
needed to support short-term uses
such as camping and launching.

But in 1975, after years of fruitless
discussion and debate with
Reclamation regarding the Lake
Berryessa management agreement,
Napa County turned lake recreation
management back to Reclamation.

In 2000 the Bureau of Reclamation
began a to develop a Visitor Services
Plan to redevelop the lake. Their
primarygoalwas to removeallmobile
homes from the lake while replacing
the existing resort owners with a
single company to run all the resorts.
Reclamation’s search for
concessionaires to redevelop and run
the resorts still remains stalled after
several false starts during the last 10
years.

Reclamation adopted a 2006 Record
of Decision followed by a Bid
Prospectus to renovate the resorts
with new marinas, lodges,

campgrounds, restaurants and other
features. In 2009, the agency received
$4.4 million in American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act money which
was, unfortunately, only used to
demolish the existing resort
infrastructure rather than provide any
improvements to facilities. Millions
of dollars in functional facilities were
simply demolished.

Two bid prospectus attempts finally
resulted in a contract with Pensus in
2010 which ultimately failed. A third
bid prospectus received no bids by the
end of 2016.

InFebruary, 2016, theLakeBerryessa
News and Lake Berryessa Chamber
of Commerce began a Renaissance
Lake Berryessa campaign aimed at
returning management of Lake
Berryessa to Napa County. They
actively campaigned for this goal
during the following months.

In June, 2016 Napa County
Supervisors directed staff to enter into
negotiations for a Managing Partner
Agreement between the County and
Reclamation for the management of
Lake Berryessa.

By January, 2017 discussions
between Napa County and
Reclamation had proceeded
positively enough to result in the
supervisors directing staff to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding with
Reclamation and also a contract with
Ragatz Sedgwick Realty who would
assist the County in identifying
interested concession partners by
marketing the opportunity to the
resort community and performing a
feasibility analysis to determine the
best use of each site.

There are several benefitswith county
management of the resorts. The
county has more flexibility than

Reclamation. For example, instead of
issuing a request for proposals and
waiting for potential concessionaires
to respond, the county can market the
Berryessa opportunity to resort
companies. About 300 companies
worldwide do this type of resort
development. Some may not want to
work with the federal government.

A key piece of information could be
known by the end of the June. The
county wants to offer 55-year
contracts to run resorts, but needs
permission from the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation for this longer-than-
usual time frame. The Bureau of
Reclamation offered 30-year
contracts when it sought new Lake
Berryessa concessionaires. At the end
of the contracts, the marinas, parking
lots, water systems and other
infrastructure installed by the
companies would be owned by the
federal government.

This requirement and the short
contract term were the “poison pills”
that discouraged interest from large
resort companies. In a modest change
to policy, Reclamation just signed a
contract with Markley Cove Resort
for a 30 year contract, but with a
possible 10 year extension for a total
of 40 years.

In January, Richard Ragatz and his
colleagues began touring the closed
resorts, gathering information, and
meeting with, among others, the
Bureau of Reclamation, Visit Napa
Valley staff, and members of the
Board of Directors of the Lake
Berryessa Chamber of Commerce.

A survey ofmore than 3,000 people in
the region found that 92 percent are
interested in visiting Lake Berryessa,
if it has the right facilities.

(Continued on Page 2)

Pop Quiz

If the speed of light in
a vacuum is 168,000
miles per hour, what is
the speed of faith in a

vacuum?

Can an argument be so
bad that it doesn't even
rise to the level of
being wrong?

A Bit of Lake Berryessa History This 4th of July As Seen Through Bill Scholer Cartoons







“Napa County Wildfire Awareness Day” Full of Info
for Residents Living in Fire Prone Regions

Residents were treated to a plethora of information on
June 17th at the Napa Expo, from fire safe landscaping
&building tips, to fire extinguisherdemonstrations and
insurance information. Even State Senator Bill Dodd,
and Napa County Supervisors Diane Dillon and Ryan
Gregory were on hand to emphasize the importance of
being prepared while living in such beautiful country.
There was something to be learned by all, but, it was
100 degrees in Napa on the day of the event, so not
many rural residents made the long trek to downtown,
so here is a quick rundown of what you missed:
CAL Fire, the US Forest Service, and Smokey The
Bear were all on hand to provide tips on what
homeowners need to do to be prepared for wildfire. Go
towww.ReadyForWildfire.org for an easy lookatwhat
homeowners need to be thinking about if they live in a
forest.NapaCountyFire also brought out their “Smoke
Trailer” which gave people the chance to experience
what it’s like to be in a building filling with smoke.
While it started off just interesting, it quickly got scary
seeing how fast the smoke accumulated. It was a great
reminder to have fire extinguishers and an emergency
evacuation plan ready.
The California Department of Insurance, Insurance
Information Institute, and Farmers Insurancewere also
on hand to help people understand the details of what
homeowners insurance covers, how it works, and also
to stress the importance of preparation of the
paperwork side of things. Check out their websites for
information: www.Insurance.ca.gov, www.III.org,
www.Farmers.com.
NapaCountyOfficeofEmergencyServices (OES)was
in attendance to get everyone signed up for Nixle, the
e-mail and text notification system used in
emergencies. Go to www.countyofnapa.org/
Emergencies to sign up.
The PG&E Public Safety Emergency Prep team was
there to remind us all to call 811 “BeforeYouDig”, and
also to point out all the utility safety info available on
www.PGE.com.
The host of the event, CA Fire Safe Council, had their
booth set up full of info on how to create your own
community Fire Safe Council. Go to
www.CAFireSafeCouncil.org to see how you can get
your community involved.
The California Conservation Corps was on hand to
recruitmoreworkers, and drumup somework. CCC is
a great organization for young people to work for to
learn a variety of skills from teamwork to construction,
and they are available for hire by any organization in
need of a great team. They are self sufficient with all
their own tools and a 10+ person crew, so go to

www.CCC.ca.gov more info.
If you are wondering about training options for your
volunteer fire department, Fire Service Training
Institutewasonhandwithmanuals andcourseoutlines.
Go to www.CAFSTI.org for more info.
Davey’s Tree(www.Davey.com) and Kelly’s Tree
Service(707-363-0038) were also on hand to offer us
all defensible space solutions. Fromweedwhacking to
tree removal, contact these companies to get the job
done.
Because fire safety and defensible space starts in your
yard, the California Native Plant Society and a Master
Gardener were on hand with an awesome interactive
Fire Safe GardeningDisplay, complete withmore than
15 native and/or fire resistant plants that are
recommended in our area. They are all available for
purchase right down the road at Van Winden’s
Nursery.
Check out www.NapaValleyCNPS.org and http://
ucanr.edu/sites/ucmgnapa/ for all sorts of info, and
check out theAugust issue of theLakeBerryessaNews
for a full page Wildfire Safe Landscaping Guide for
Napa County.

When preparing for wildfire, don’t forget about your
pets and livestock! Napa County Animal Shelter and
Adoption Center, the Jameson Animal Rescue Ranch,
and HALTER(Horse and Livestock Team Emergency
Response) were all on hand to remind us they are there
if we need them, and they are also always looking for
volunteers and donations. To find out more, go here:
www . c o u n t y o f n a p a . o r g / A n ima l S h e l t e r ,
www . J am e s o n A n im a l R e s c u e R a n c h . o r g ,
www.HALTERfund.org.

Because fires can startwith even the smallest of flames,
it’s important to remember that evenyoucanhelp if you
have the common, easy, and proper home defense
tools. Of course, we are talking about fire
extinguishers! Napa based Best Fire Equipment
(www.BestFireCo.com) was on hand offering fire
extinguisher demonstrations/training, and also
reminding you to get your
household extinguishers
checked and charged if needed.

And last, because what good is
all of this hard work if you can’t
have fun and enjoy you property
or the park, Games All Out
brought a bunch of giant outdoor
kids games to keep everyone
entertained. Cause why not! Go
to www.GamesAllOut.com to
check out their selection of
activities!

Sorry, Folks, the Berryessa Snow
Mountain National Monument is still
“the Dumbest National Monument in

the United States”

The Twisted Ten-Year Political Path
From a Modest Nature Area Partnership
to a Local Blue Ridge Berryessa National
Conservation Area to a Large Disjointed
Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Conservation Area to an Incoherent
Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument.

Some people may have noticed the
hysterical response to President Trump’s
Executive Order 13792, issued April 26,
2017 directing The Department of the
Interior toopen the first ever formalpublic
comment period for members of the
public to officiallyweigh in onmonument
designations under the Antiquities Act of
1906. I support legitimate national
monuments, but this is not one.

Is it really the “Dumbest National
Monument in the United States”? An
objective review of the process by which
it was created and the final formal
designation suggests the answer is YES. I
personally support the creation of
legitimate nationalmonuments, but this is
not that.Beingpart of the tenyear political
process that led to its creation convinced
me that in many situations the Antiquities
Act is being abused. The Berryessa Snow
MountainNationalMonument is a perfect
case study of this abuse.

The Antiquities Act states that National
Monuments should contain “historic
landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or
scientific interest” and be “the smallest
area compatible with the proper care and
management of the objects to be
protected.”

As specified in the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009 the National
Landscape Conservation System
(NLCS), which includes National
Conservation Areas and National
Monuments, was established in order to
“conserve, protect, and restore nationally
significant landscapes that have
outstanding cultural, ecological, and
scientific values for the benefit of current
and future generations.”

Congressman Mike Thompson and
proponents of the Berryessa Snow
Mountain National Conservation Area,
knowing that Congressman Thompson’s
highly unpopular H.R.1025 - Berryessa
Snow Mountain National Conservation
Area Act would never pass Congress,

bypassed the voters and had the President
declare a vast stretch of northern
California a National Monument simply
by a stroke of his pen.

The original proposal for some form of
federal designation for a small part of
Northern California ballooned into an
attempt to create large conglomerate
National Conservation Area stretching
across most of Northern California.

When the NCA proposal met strong
resistance by local governments and
citizens groups, it could notmove forward
on its own merits. The strategy of the
proponents then turned to having
President Obama create a National
Monument in the final days of his
presidency. They succeeded.

One of the silliest things about the
Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument proposal is not just its name

but the map itself. Lake Berryessa is not
even geographically connected on the
map to the rest of the NationalMonument
which stretches far into Northern
California. The "National Monument"
doesn't even include the whole Snow
Mountain Wilderness nor even most of

the Mendocino National Forest.
The reason is political, not
ecological.TheGlennandColusa
County supervisors strongly
opposed the original NCA.

Based on the lack of compelling
evidence for its need, the
Berryessa SnowMountain region
should not have become a
National Monument because it
does not even come close to any
of the criteria required for that
designation.

It doesnotmeet thebasic standard
of “nationally significant” as
defined in the Act.

It is geographically and
ecologically incoherent (see
map.). LakeBerryessa is not even
included in the in the monument.
Why is Berryessa even in the
name?

LakeBerryessa is not a nationally
significant landscape, nor is it
ecologically significant. It is a

man-made lake serving as an agricultural
resource, drinking water resource, and
recreational resource – in
that order of priority.

The economic benefit
arguments are bogus
and do not stand up to
scrutiny. The bottom
line is that if Lake
Berryessa alone opened
for business the way it
was, the financial
benefits would far
outstrip anything that
could possibly accrue to
the WHOLE
N A T I O N A L
MONUMENTbasedon
a name change.

The monument
designation will not add

any facilities at Lake Berryessa.

Since most of the land in the monument is
already owned and protected by public
agencies, why is a monument designation
necessary at all?

Comments may be submitted online by
July 10 at http://www.regulations.gov by
entering “DOI-2017-0002” in the Search
bar and clicking “Search,” or by mail to
Monument Review, MS-1530, U.S.
Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street
NW, Washington, DC 20240.

The Lake Berryessa News has submitted
the following comment:

"I would like to request a Congressional
reviewof theprocedures and standards for
proposals to create National Monuments.
I would like the review to specifically
address the creation of the Berryessa
Snow Mountain National Monument.

The attached report, “The History of the
Creation of theBerryessa SnowMountain
National Monument: The Ultimate
Political Perversion of the Antiquities
Act” documents my specific concerns
regarding how this monument was
created. My belief is that the analysis of
this process should result in redrawing the
map to eliminatemost of the southern part
of the National Monument, potentially
add the rest of the Mendocino National
Forest, and change the name to the
Mendocino Snow Mountain National
Monument."
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58 Bilgee & the Interns Are Back!
The Lake Berryessa Watershed
Partnership (LBWP) exists to protect
water quality, mitigate the risk of invasive
quagga and zebra mussel species, and
educate all lake users about water quality.
The partnership has been reaching out to
boaters and visitors for many years,
mostly in the form of summer interns who
conduct person-to-person watershed
education and distribute educational
materials to boaters and visitors.
This year the number of interns has
increased to 16. They are working
weekends and weekdays to protect Lake
Berryessa. So far this season they have
screened 4,513 boats for invasive species,
done 289 interviews, educated 616 people
about lake issues, and installed 87 bilge
pads.
An example of their hardwork is shown in
this report from Markley Cove: Markley
Cove saw a busy and hot weekend,
reaching temperatures of 102°F, 105°F,
and 107°F! It was probably the hottest
weekend this season. The parking lot was
completely full.
Three boaters came in wearing our Lake
Berryessa T-shirts that they had received
last year. Theyopenly voiced their support
for our goals.
Who are these intrepid interns? Usually
students from local colleges who are
majoring in the environmental sciences.
Their work here at the lake reflects their
scientific and outdoor interests.

*****
My name is Alessandro Schiavone. I am a
Freshman at Dominican University of
California majoring in Business with a
concentration in management and
marketing with a minor in leadership. In
my spare time I like to play and watch
sports with my friends and family. My
favorite past time is going to the beach.
My name is Angie Flores and I am
currently a second year Biological
Sciencesmajor at UCDavis. I really enjoy
exploring new hiking trails, running 5Ks,
practicingkarate, andventuringout tonew
cities. Growing up in the Sierra Nevada
and occasionally visiting the Amazon
rainforest has developed my deep

appreciation for the environment and its
abundance of natural resources.
My name is Christopher Zaleski. I just
graduated fromUCDavis with a degree in
Environmental Science and Management
with an emphasis in watershed science. I
like to go bike riding, watch sports, and
play games. I believe thatwater is themost
precious and scarce resource we have and
want to make a career out of working with
something that I amverypassionate about.
My name is Edward Blong Her and I'm
currently a Senior at CSU: Sacramento
majoring in Environmental Studies. Inmy
free time I enjoy fishing in the Delta,
Sacramento River, and Lake Berryessa. I
also enjoy going on beautiful hikes and
bike rides.
My name is Jo Black and I am a Geology
student at the University of California -
Davis. My love of the outdoors is what
promptedme to study Geology and to join
this program. On my free weekends you
cangenerally findmehiking, preferably in
the High Sierras
I'm Kirun Chohan, but I go by Kasey. I’m
majoring in Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology! I enjoy hiking and watching
English football in my spare time. I look
forward to learning more about Lake
Berryessa and how to protect it.
Hi, I'm Sarah Day. I am a second-year
environmental science student at Los
Medanos Community College. In my free
time, I like to hike and knit, and I am also
a flutistwithmycollege's symphonic band

and Baroque ensemble.
My name is Lydia Kenison and I am a
senior at California State University
Sacramento in Environmental Studies.
Nature brings me peace and my personal
and professional goal is to conserve our
natural resources so that future
generations will be able to experience that
same feeling.
My name is Mary Capcap majoring in
Earth Science with an emphasis on
Climate and Environment. In my free
time, I enjoy traveling, hiking, playing
volleyball, relaxing with a good book or a
goodmovie, experimenting with different
art mediums, and spending time with my
family.
My name is Olivia Hart and I am a fourth
year geology student at UC Davis. I grew
up in Santa Barbara and have always
enjoyed spending my time outside
enjoying the beach and the mountains. I
love playing sports and I have played with
the UC Davis Women’s Ultimate club
team for the past four years.
My name is Kyrie Aragon and I am a
fourth year senior at UC Davis studying
Environmental Science and Management
with an emphasis in natural resource
management. My hobbies include
reading, drawing, and running or hiking. I
also enjoy horseback riding and compete
on both the UCD's western and dressage
equestrian teams on my horse Buddy.
My name is Sierra Lissick and I am a
freshman at Solano Community College

majoring in Conservation Biology and
Ecology with plans on becoming a
veterinarian in the future. I'm a lifetime
Girl Scout, blood platelet donor, and I also
volunteer with California Fish and
Wildlife out on Grizzly Island Wildlife
Area.
My name is Qiming Yang, and I will be
graduating this year from UC Davis in
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology,
with a minor in Forensic Entomology. As
a certified diver, I enjoy swimming, scuba
diving andvariouswater related activities,
which allows me to appreciate the beauty
and significance of water.
My name is Scott Navarro and I’m
currently a senior at CSU: Sacramento
majoring in Environmental Studies. I like
to play and watch basketball -- Go Kings!
I also enjoy video games, running, hiking,
reading, and hanging out in my favorite
city, Sacramento.
Myname isKevinYoung-Lai. I graduated
from UC Santa Barbara majoring in
Environmental Studies with an emphasis
in water pollution and ecosystem
restoration. When not working, you can
usually find me hiking, playing tennis,
working on vintage cars, or building and
repairing things.
My name is Gustavo Cruz but you can call
meGus. I am aUCMerced alumniwith an
interest in water resources and land
management. I am originally fromVenice
Beach and enjoy working on cars, riding
motorcycles, hiking, skating and cycling.

Napa Communities are Fire Safe

Whileahomeowner’sdefensible space is critical,
a community wide effort is really needed to help
defend against the big and small wildfires of this
era, and that’swhere the Fire SafeCouncils jump
in. Eight Napa County neighborhoods have
volunteers workingwith CAL Fire/Napa County
Fire and the Napa Communities Firewise
Foundation to look beyond a home's 100’ safe
zone, working to create bigger picture defensible
space projects that are geared to help everyone
one way or another.

Deer Park, Berryessa Estates, Berryessa
Highlands, Soda Canyon, Mt. Veeder, and
Angwin were all on hand at the event sharing
their projectswith thepublic, andeachother. The
neighborhoodsmade up of clusters of homes like
the BerryessaHighlands and Estateswere able to
show the extra large “perimeters” of removed
brushbuilt around their neighborhoods,while the
spread out neighborhoods like Angwin and Mt.
Veeder are working diligently turning long
ridgelines and roadways into “fuel breaks” that
firefighters can use to stop a growing wildfire in
its tracks.
Ten years ago there was only one Fire Safe
Council in all ofNapa, and nowyears later tens of
thousands to truckloads of brush have been
removed from around these rural Napa
communities. Thanks to the support of residents,

grant funding, the Napa County
Board of Supervisors, andof course
CAL Fire/Napa Co Fire, these
groups of dedicated volunteers plan
to continue their efforts to make
their neighborhoods safer.
If you would like to learn more
about your communities efforts,
check out www.NapaFirewise.org.

Homeowners Doing Their Part
From preparing an evacuation plan, to doing
yardwork, living in the forest requires additional
preparation, andyour lifemaydependon it. With
all the information provided at the event and
through these organizations websites,
homeowners now have the tools they need to be
prepared for wildfire.
All of the Fire Safe Councils, fire personnel, and
organizations in attendance want to thank
homeowners for doing their part and being
proactive. If you need to catch up, go to
www.ReadyForWildfire.org for any information
you need. The trick is that going on thewebsite is
the first step, but doing the work is the step that
counts.
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