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Independence Day: Will the Bureau of Reclamation Ever Support Lake Berryessa's Freedom?
by Peter Kilkus

Besides enjoying the holiday spirit and
activities of the Fourth of July, it is
instructive to reflect on the meaning of
freedom and independence. The essence of
America is finding and maintaining that
perfect, delicate balance between freedom
"to" and freedom "from."

Based on its words and actions, or lack
thereof, the Bureau of Reclamation should
more properly be known as the Burro of
Wrecklamtion. Not only has it physically
wrecked what Lake Berryessa once was, it
haswrecked the opportunities of a couple of
generations of families to enjoy this
resource.Andduring the last twodecades, it
haswrecked local businesses andwhat once
was a thriving economy.

Although the old "stubborn as a mule"
cliche is not really accurate,
Wrecklamation's stubborn adherence to
failed policies and a refusal to take action to
remedy what is clearly their
mismanagement. of the Lake Berryessa
situation makes them their own cliche.

The scientific name for a burro is "Equus
Africanas Asinus". "Asinus" in the burro's
scientific name, suggests a certain assiness
to the burro, which hints at a further truth
when applied here. See more about burros
on the back page of this issue.

Not to overdramatize our situation at the
lake, but take a minute to read the
introduction to our Declaration of
Independence below. I can't help but relate
the language to the way our Burro of
Wrecklamation interacts witht he people of
Lake Berryessa and Napa County.

It's been six weeks since the review of the
negotiations between Napa County and the
BOR regarding a Managing Partner
Agreement for Napa County run the resorts
- with no further progress. Clearly

Reclamation has no incentive to accelerate
this process. They simply complain about
funding, hold the 55 year contract term
hostage, and ask for a fully developed plan
from the county before they will commit to
any action.

I refer your to my August 2018 article,
"Beating A Dead Horse With A Stick OR
Beating A HorseWith A Dead Stick? BOR
Betrays Berryessa - AGAIN!" Nothing has
changed!

I've encouraged you all to write letters. I
hopemanyof youdid. Iwrote several letters
to BOR management and even two to
President Trump. No Response.

So enjoy your thoughtful reading of the
beginning of the Declaration of
Independence below and perhaps we'll see
each other at the upcoming Big Island
Lagoon Liberation Celebration.

In Congress, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America, When in the
Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them
with another, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel

them to the separation.

--We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

--That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the
governed,

--That whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not
be changed for light and transient causes;
and accordingly all experience hath shewn,
that mankind are more disposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed.

But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same
Object evinces a design to reduce them
under absoluteDespotism, it is their right, it
is their duty, to throwoff suchGovernment,
and to provide new Guards for their future
security.

--Such has been the patient sufferance of
these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter
their former Systems of Government. The
history of the present King of Great Britain
is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over
these States.

Punny or Not,
Here They Come!

The ability to make and understand
puns is considered to be the highest
level of language development. Here
are the first place winners in the
International Pun Contest:
Avulture boards an airplane, carrying
two dead raccoons. The stewardess
looks at him and says, "I'm sorry, sir,
only one carrion allowed per
passenger."
Two fish swim into a concrete wall.
One turns to the other and says,
"Dam!"
Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were
chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft.
Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once
again that you can't have your kayak
and heat it too.
Two hydrogen atomsmeet. One says,
"I've lost my electron." The other
says, "Are you sure?" The first replies
"Yes, I'm positive."
Did you hear about the Buddhist who
refused Novocain during a root
canal? His goal: transcend dental
medication.
A group of chess enthusiasts checked
into a hotel and were standing in the
lobby discussing their recent
tournament victories. After about an
hour, the manager came out of the
office and asked them to disperse.
"But why?", they asked, as they
moved off. "Because," he said, "I
can't stand chess-nuts boasting in an
open foyer."

Burro: Equus Africanas Asinus
"Asinus" in the burro's scientific name, suggesting a certain assiness
to the burro,which hints at a further truth. "Burro" is just theSpanish
word for "donkey." Some people make a distinction between the
descendants of donkeys introduced into the Americas by the
Spanish in the 1500s, which they call burros, and donkeys
introduced from Europe in modern times, which they call donkeys.

Even people making a distinction between burros and donkeys
appear to agree that both, being of the species "asinus," are asses.
Jackasses are just "jack asses," or "male asses."Asses were
first domesticated around 3000 BC, probably
in Egypt or Mesopotamia and have spread around the world. They
continue to fill important roles in many places today. While
domesticated species are increasing innumbers, theAfricanwildass
is anendangered species.Asbeastsofburdenandcompanions, asses
and donkeys have worked together with humans for millennia.

Little Burro Events

This is an actual business in Petaluma. Imagine a party with the
little burros dressed as you favorite Burro of Wrecklamation
manager! A litle love goes a long way.
"We are Northern California's premier beverage serving mini-
donkey company and we would be honored to be part of your
special occasion. We can customize any event to make it extra
special. With the docile nature of the miniature donkeys and
their adorable personalities, you will see how quickly they
make a good event a memorable & special event that everyone
will talk about for years to come.
Dressed to impress, these little burros are certain to touch the
hearts of many. Our little burros are miniature donkeys that are
between 26 - 34" in height."

See You At The Big Island Lagoon
Liberation Celebration?

There has been no response fromanyone
at the Bureau of Reclamation regarding
my report, "Immediately Return Lake
Berryessa’s Big Island Lagoon And
SteeleCanyonCoveTo 5mphZones For
Family Recreation." My position is that
the report proves there is no such
legitimate designation as "non-
motorized, electric trolling motors
only". There is also no applicable Napa
County ordinance that supports the
sheriff giving tickets to anyone idling at
5MPH in this designated 5MPH zone. I
will be boating to and throughBig Island
Lagoonevery time Igoouton the lake, as
I've done twice this year already.



2 Onion Headlines
Shocking Study Reveals That Vaccination
Is Primary Cause Of Death By Old Age
Little League Coach Just Washed-Up

Former Little Leaguer
Man Annoyed At Being Mistaken For

Employee Just Because He Driving Forklift
Through Store

Exhilarated Woman Discovers Last Person
Who Used Jigsaw Puzzle Left Lots Of

Pieces Sticking Together
Barista The Only Person In Coffee Shop

With Job
'Wakanda' Now The Answer Most

Americans Likely To Give When Asked To
Name A Country In Africa

Man With No Money Keeps Worrying
About Gold Diggers

After Healthcare Cuts, Retirees No Longer
Worry They'll Outlive Their Money

Woman Seamlessly Transitions From Being
Too Hungry To Focus On Job To Being

Too Full To Focus On Job
Jay-Z Vows Not To Lose Touch With
Millionaire Roots On Gritty Throwback
Track About Buying First Yacht

Hot Wheels Ranked Number One Toy For
Rolling Down Ramp, Knocking Over
Dominoes That Send Marble Down A
Funnel, Dropping Onto Teeter-Totter That
Yanks On String, Causing Pulley System To
Raise Wooden Block, Propelling Series Of
Twine Rollers That Unwind Spring,
Launching Tennis Ball Across Room,
Inching Tire Down Slope Until It Hits Power
Switch, Activating Table Fan That Blows
Toy Ship With Nail Attached To It Across
Kiddie Pool, Popping Water Balloon That
Fills Cup, Weighing Down Lever That
Forces Basketball Down Track, Nudging
Broomstick On Axis To Rotate, Allowing
GolfBallToRoll IntoSidewaysCoffeeMug,
Which Tumbles Down Row Of Hardcover
Books Until Handle Catches Hook Attached
To Lever That Causes Wooden Mallet To
Slam Down On Serving Spoon, Catapulting
Small Ball Into Cup Attached By Ribbon To
Lazy Susan, Which Spins Until It Pushes D
Battery Down Incline Plane, Tipping Over
Salt Shaker To Season Omelet.
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6 generations 1 passion
Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11 AM to 5 PM
Monday to Thursday by appt: 707-963-0717
2950 Sage Canyon Road (HWay 128)

www.nicheliniwinery.com

The Lake Berryessa News
www.LakeBerryessaNews.com

Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558

Without The Lake Berryessa News
there would be no Lake Berreyssa news.

pkilkus@gmail.com
Most editions of The Lake Berryessa News since 2005 are

available as downloadable, searchable PDF files at
www.lakeberryessanews.com/archives/

Flowers & Fire at Lake Berryessa
by Peter Kilkus (May 19, 2005)

(This is a reprint from many years ago
but still relevant today.)

I was talking to Brad Kirkpatrick up in
Pope Valley awhile ago about the
fascinatinghistory andpolitics of theLake
Berryessa region. We wandered onto the
topic of the beautiful crop of wildflowers
sprouting after the rain. Hiking around the
lake is evenmore enjoyablewhen theview
is framed by so many colorful flowers.

Since Brad was also once the Chief of the
PopeValley Volunteer Fire Department, I
asked him about something that has been
bothering me for the forty years since I
came to Northern California.

Whenever there is an especially wet year,
the fire professionals warn that it will be a
“bad fire season”. But every year that
rainfall is low, the same fire professionals
warn that itwill be a “bad fire season”.Are
they just trying to scare us every year? Is it
just news media sensationalism as usual?

Brad laughed at the question, but seemed
to believe that although a wet season can
be bad, a dry season could have the greater
potential to be “badder”. The real
difference is in the type of “bad”.

I stopped at the CDF fire station on
Knoxville Road on the way home to see
what they thought about my confusion.
The professional firefighters on duty gave
me a rundown on the technical issues.

First, there is no “good” fire season. The
difference in “bad” is based on the type of
fire which can be caused by the different
fuel loads. A wet season causes heavy
growth of flowers, small plants, and
grasses.

When these dry out they can feed a very
aggressive hot fire that is hard to attack.
The larger fuel suchas trees contain a lot of
moisture after a long wet season and will
not burn early.

Professional fire fighters judge fuel loads
by the time it takes them to dry out. One
hour and 10 hour fuels like grasses dry
fast. Even if they were wet in the morning
– they’re dry an hour later in the sun. The

1,000 hour fuels like big trees can take 42
days to dry out.

That’swhyyoumayhave huge late season
fires like the Oakland – the big fuel loads
have finally dried out.

So which is worse? Dry seasons can have
fires that start early in the year (February-
March) andcanstill happenuntil late in the
year.Wet season fires don’t start until later
in the fire season (June-July) but can be
fast and furious and be even larger later in
the year (September-October).

Wet year or dry year, Napa County
FirewiseSpecialistswith theNapaCounty
say,

“People should be prepared for the worst
ever fire season because every fire season
has the potential for being the worst ever.
Property owners need to take the initiative
to do the work to create defensible spaces
around their homes because even minor
prevention preparation can make a major
difference in survival.”

There is another dimension which is that
fire weather during the season was more
important than how a season may start.
Long stretches of hot weather with high
winds multiplies the problems. Also,
when firefighting resources are stretched
thin across the state, any fire can be hard to
eliminate.

So enjoy the flowers while you can.
Flowers burn too – some are even worse
than grasses because of their oil content. I
also learned that vineyards burn – they
may look a bit like firebreaks, but they’re
not. And they make attacking a fire more
difficult because of the stakes and guy
wires uses to support the vines. Many
thanks to our dedicated fire fighters –
those suits are not air conditioned!

Fourteen Years Later: Same Old
Song, But With A Different Beat Since

PG&EWilll Be Gone!
A rainy winter produced an abundance of
grass and brush that could go off like
kindling if ignited by a spark or a downed
power line. Preventative outages by
PG&E could leave thousands of Napa
Valley residents without power for days.

If you still haven’t prepared yourself and
your family for an emergency, now is the
time.

The county government is readywith lines
of communication to PG&E, local
Community Emergency Response Teams
(CERT), the free chipping program.
Cameras have been placed on Mount St.
Helena, Atlas Peak and Berryessa Peak to
help emergency responders and residents
track fires (go to www.alertwildfire.org).

Supervisor Diane Dillon and other
regional officials successfully persuaded
the California Public Utilities
Commission to hold PG&E responsible
for notifying county public safety and
health departments 72 hours before a
Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS). The
county, in turn, will activate its
contingency plans and warn the public to
be ready.

For each outage, PG&E has to provide the
county’s Office of Emergency Services
with maps of which areas will be without
power. The County emergency team can
cross-reference thosewith their ownmaps
showing homes and residential care
facilities where people rely on electricity
for medical care – from those on critical
life support to those who rely on
rechargeable carts to move around. But
residents still have the primary
responsibility to look after themselves and
their neighbors.

The next time there’s a red flag warning,
keep an eye out for Nixle alerts. Stay
abreast of weather forecasts. Get your go-
bag ready in case you need to evacuate.

Make sure your neighbors are ready,
especially themost vulnerable ones. Store
up fresh water for your family and your
pets. Keep your flashlights and batteries
handy.Get a full tank of gas in case the gas
stations lose power.

A PSPSwon’t count as an “emergency” in
the eyes of the federal government, so
don’t expect the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to bring any
resources to bear. But an extended outage
will feel like an emergency for those of us
affected.And themore unpreparedweare,
the harder it will be.

Napa County may or may not suffer a
major wildfire this summer. But a power
outage is a matter of when, not if. Get
ready.

The Lake Berryessa Boater
Outreach Program,

Managed by the Solano Resource
Conservation District, LBBO uses person
to person interaction to connect with
recreational users of our local water
resource, promoting individual water
quality stewardship to safeguard drinking
water, infrastructure, and the ecosystem.
The Solano County Water Agency
manages an invasive mussel prevention
program where interns implement a
screening and inspection protocol to
prevent the introduction of invasive zebra
or quagga mussels into the Lake.

TheLBBOProgrambeganMemorial Day
Weekend and will conclude Labor Day
Weekend. Interns conduct outreach on
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays
throughout the rest of the year.

1085 Headlands Drive
Quality Built Spanish Style Custom Home

Only minutes to the beautiful blue waters of Lake Berryessa.
Spacious floor plan with formal living room & dining room.

Kitchen with granite counters and Mexican paver tiles.

Live At Lake Berryessa!
www.HeadlandsDrive.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124

888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net

amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

3,031 Sq. Ft.
Spacious floor plan
4 Bedrms, 3 Baths
Huge Master Suite
with Fireplace
Family Room w/

Wet Bar
2 Car Garage &
Loft (20' Ceiling)
Paved Boat & RV

Parking
Lots of Storage

$579,000

Napa County 2017 Agricultural Crop Report
Napa County is internationally famous for its wines, and wine
grape production is its primary agricultural product. The gross
value of wine grape production was $750,832,400. Overall wine
grapevalues increasedmore than2.9%compared to 2016values,
even though total tonnage decreased by 6.9% compared to the
previous year.
The total value of all agricultural production was another record
setting $757,115,100. What other products than wine grapes
make up the remaining revenue?
Other fruit and nutswere in at $218,000. Floral and nursery crops
were $651,000 - down from $2.1 million the year before.
Vegetables brought in only $249,000. Livestock ($3.3 million),
poultry and other animal products ($766,000), and field crops
($493,000) made up the rest.

*********

America is much more than a geographical fact. It is a
political and moral fact - the first community in which men
set out in principle to institutionalize freedom, responsible
government, and human equality.



July 2019 Horoscopes

Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Rescue personnel will
stretch the English language, the human voice,
and the average person’s constitution to
unprecedented limitswhile trying todescribe the
horrible sounds you’ll make next week.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): The habit is certainly
awkward for your friends and family members,
but this would actually be a bad time to
discontinue your practice of carrying a battle-ax
to church.
Aries (3/21-4/19): This is a good month to take
long trips, as longasyou travel ina slow,ground-
based vehicle without all that much fuel in it.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20: You’re spending less time
considering your future these days, which, all
things considered, is only appropriate.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): Time and space are both
illusions, making it even more frustrating that
you’re always in the wrong place at the wrong
time.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): Don’t worry: There’s
absolutely nothing wrong with your goals, as
long as you realize they’re unrealistic and you
can never actually achieve them.
Leo (7/23-8/22): You always thought that when
the giant robots began to arrive they’d be your
friends, but hey, live and learn.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): Youwill be transfixed by the
realization that human lives are as unique as
snowflakes, and just as indistinguishable from
one another when viewed from the proper
distance.
Libra (9/23-10/22 Next week will be a time of
magical romance and unending joy for you,
thanks toyourboundless talent for self-delusion.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): In a wacky horoscopic
mix-up, you'll encounter a mysterious stranger
who takes you on a journey over water just as
you're trying to start new projects at work.

Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): You'll be trapped in a
paralyzing dilemma that can only be solved if
you learn something new, take the initiative,
or have an original thought of your own.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): While you're often
disgusted by the shallowness and ignorance
you see all around you, you have to admit it's
made it easy for you to get dates.

318 Black Oak Lane
Visit for the outdoor recreation...or LIVE the Lifestyle!
Located at beautiful Lake Berryessa this meticulously
maintained single story home captures treasured views!

Live the Lake Berryessa Lifestyle!
www.BerryessaHighands.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124

888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net

amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

1,049 Sq. Ft.
3 Bedrms, 2 Baths
Master Suite,
Kitchen, Dining
Area Open Onto
Decks With Magical
Sunsets & Views
Terraced Rear

Yard
Lemon, Orange,
Lavender, Roses!
1 Car Garage

$430,000

1025 Arroyo Linda Court
If You Love The Outdoors...

...this property is ideal.Locatedona cul-de-saconlyminutes from the
lake for boating and fishing. Great views out all windows. Side deck for

relaxing. Nicely landscaped front yard.

Darling Home at Lake Berryessa!
www.arroyolinda.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124

888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net

amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

3 Bedrms, 2 Baths
Living Room w/
Wood Floors

Central Heat & Air
Kitchen w/Tile
Counters

Stainless Steel
Appliances
Eating Nook

Attached Two Car
Garage

Boat/RV Parking

$425,000

1040 Blueridge Drive
Spacious custom lake view home with amazing views only a
scenic 45 minute drive from Napa. Close to Spanish Flat Village
Center stores & restaurant and Spanish Flat Resort boat launch.

Stylish Custom Lake VIEW Home!
http://lakeviewhome4sale.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124

888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net

amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

3 Bdrm, 2 Bath
2,652 sq.ft.

Knotty Pine Living
Room w/Vaulted

Ceilings
Family Room
Master Suite w/

Jetted Tub &Access
to Deck

Formal Dining
Room w/Deck

Access
Above Ground Pool
Boat/RV Parking

$499,000

6 Happy Trails to You...Until We Meet Again...
By Peter Kilkus

Although those of you of a certain age may remember Roy Rogers and Dale Evans singing this theme
song on their old (black&white!) television show, you know the trails they are referring to were horse
trails not hiking trails. Although people used to walk a lot, on their feet all day at a job, for example,
they almost never did it for fun. That was a relatively unknown phenomenon called “hiking”.

It’s impossible to mark the birth of hiking as recreation. The desire to walk is an essential aspect of
human behavior, as is curiosity or competitiveness. Human beings strive to explore every aspect of the
naturalworld and push themselves farther and farther up the highestmountains and through the coldest
or hottest climates. Nowadays, hiking is a multi-billion dollar industry with millions worldwide going
hiking every year. Here's a relatively easy hike showcasing some great Lake Berryessa views.

North End Trail
This especially scenic trail winds along the north shore of Lake Berryessa. This trail was constructed
by theYouthConservationCorps in the late 1970’s.Originally it had a series of split log bridges,which
unfortunately deteriorated over time and had to be removed. It was recently refurbished with new
grading andnewbridges.The trail is an easyonewith limited elevationgain andwonderful viewsdown
the full length of the lake, some 10 miles away, and to the Blue Ridge to the east. With luck, you may
see White Pelicans, Golden and Bald Eagles and the more common Western Grebes and Osprey.
There is a series of trailheads along the road and the trail is often used by anglers for access to the
shoreline. It is also a great place to find a quiet cove for picnicking and swimming. A couple of close
coves can be found by
accessing the trail from the
Putah Creek trailhead and
walking north.
If you are looking for a
place to launch a kayak, the
Putah Creek trailhead is
closest for heading up the
creek, although it is a bit of
a walk down to the
lakeshore. La Pointe
trailhead, a couple of miles
down Berryessa-Knoxville
Road, also leads to some
quiet coves down a rather
steep hill. The Barton Hill
and Gibson Flat trailheads
lead to a short loop trail.
Schoolhouse Cove
trailhead has short and easy
access to the water and can
be a good place to put in a
kayak or canoe
Buckhorn and Blue
Monday trailheads also
lead to quiet coves. Racoon
Lagoon trailhead leads to
an interesting creek canyon
with the trail winding to the
east along a steep creek
bank.

A Gardner's Paradise!
Large updated single story home with detached garage, studio,
chicken coop, livestock pen and pastures.Year round creek with
fish and swimming hole, otters, wildlife. Large irrigated veggie
garden and fruit tree orchard. Abundance of wildflowers.

Scenic Creekside Setting on 68 Abundant Acres!
http://popevalleyrealestate.com/#intro

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124

888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net

amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Vaulted Ceiling
Living Room w/
Large Window

Large Open
Kitchen w/
Stainless Steel
Appliances,
Center Island,
Bar Seating

Expansive
Master Suite w/
Master Bath

$599,900

1325 Steele Canyon Road

Single story3bedroom,2bathhome features anopen
floor plan with an enclosed sunroom on a corner lot.

Single Story Lake View at Lake Berryessa!
www.SteeleCanyonRoad.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124

888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net

amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

1,632 Sq. Ft.

3 Bedrms, 2 Baths

Great Deck

Large Fenced Yard

Filtered Lake Views

2 Car Garage

Boat & RV Parking

Lots of Extra Room

$439,000

5310 Monticello Road
Uniquely designed custom-built two story home. Gorgeous oak tree
park-like setting with beautiful open space, abundant wildlife.
Workshop/Artist studio. Open octagon ceiling, incredible views.

Octagon House on 10 Scenic Acres!
http://octagonhouseon10acres.com/

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124

888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net

amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

1,684 Sq. Ft.
3 Bedrms, 2 Baths

Master Bdrm w/Open
Cathedral Ceiling

Radiant Heat Flooring
Guest Bdrm/Bath
Downstairs

Open Kitchen w/
Custom Oak Cabinets
Above ground Pool &

Pool House
Artistic Decor
Throughout

$855,000

What happens as wine ages?
When it will be best to drink?

Over time flavors, aromas, and colors change.
Whether the wine will benefit from these changes
will depend on many factors, chief of which is
personal taste.

Not every wine will benefit from aging. A wine
made to be opened immediately, as most wines are,
will lose its fruit character if you cellar it too long.
Winesmade to agecanbeunpleasant todrinkyoung
since to age they require relatively high levels of
tannin and acid.

Tannins are found in the skins and seeds and they
have an astringent, somewhat bitter taste making
your mouth feel dry. Over time, tannins “soften”
because they polymerize, or form long chains with
each other. The tannin polymer molecules feel and
taste less harsh. Tannins also belong to the same
family as the color and flavor compounds
(polyphenolic compounds).

Red wines lose color – whites wines gain it. Simple
fruit aromas merge into a more complex ‘bouquet’
as secondary (bottle age) charactersminglewith the
remaining primary (fruit) characters. At the same
time powerful fruity flavors change into and mix
with more subtle savory ones. Acid and tannin fall
away. Both acid and tannins act as preservatives,
slowing oxidation and decelerating the flavor-
changing reactions.

So howdowine experts decide that onewinewill be
best in 5 years and another in 25?

By experience! By considering how the previous
vintages of that particular style or that particular
region have fared over time. Then by assessing how
the weather from the vintage in question will have
affected the tannins acid and fruit development
within the grapes.

Please note, these changeswill continue to progress
to a point when the wine is no longer in balance or
harmony. At this point the wine is past its best.
Wines do not get better forever!

You have to love a nation that celebrates its independence every July
4, not with a parade of guns, tanks, and soldiers who file by the White
House in a show of strength andmuscle, but with family picnics where
kids throw Frisbees, the potato salad gets iffy, and the flies die from
happiness. You may think you have overeaten, but it is patriotism.






