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The Great Lake Berryessa (Atlas) Fire of 2017!
by Peter Kilkus

The official name was the Atlas Fire and it
never reached the shores ofLakeBerryessa, but
its immediate threat dramatically pulled the
Lake Berryessa community together for more
than aweek. All LakeBerryessa residentswere
affected. All Lake Berryessa residents worried
about it. And thewhole LakeBerryessaRegion
was united by it. That’swhy I took the liberty of
calling it the Great Lake Berryessa Fire.

The map on the Lake Berryessa News web site
shows what we consider the Greater Lake
Berryessa Region graphically. It extends
beyond the edge of the lake itself to nearby
communities with access to the lake and upon
which the lake has a direct impact - like Capell
Valley, Berryessa Estates, Pope Valley, and
Circle Oaks.

We knew Sunday that the winds would be wild
all night and had an uneasy feeling. Soon after
the fire started on Atlas Peak at 10 PMSunday,
we smelled smoke.When the powerwent out at
about 3 AM we knew there was a serious
problem. That was soon verified by the news
media, by government sources, and by the huge
clouds of smoke rising into the sky.

The next two days were stressful because we
knew the fire was creeping our way. The worst
part was waiting, because you could see it
coming. Finally, on Tuesday afternoon we
were told to evacuate the Berryessa Highlands
even though the fire was 6 miles away. But it
was heading towards the Corners which was
our only way out. Without power we also had
no internet access so I couldn’t update the Lake

Berryessa News Facebook page or web site. I
agreed to leave, but Evan stayed behind to do
what he could to protect our property and report
the status of the fire as it crept onward.

When we got to the Corners (Hwy 121 at Hwy
128 and Steele Canyon Road) the fire was
coming over the top of Sugarloaf heading right
down to the intersection. Smoke was so thick
we could barely see the helicopters dumping
Lake Berryessa water on the fire. Due to the
firefighters hard work, that part of the fire was
stopped in its tracks.

But later Tuesday night the raging fire bore
down on the Capell Valley community only a
few miles from the Corners and Lake
Berryessa. The Pridmore family, alongside a
dedicated crew of neighbors and friends, had
stayed behind to save their homes. Swirling
gusts of wind had whipped hundred-foot
flames into a semi-circle around the valley.

The group used bulldozers andwater tenders to
cut fire lines and douse homes in water and
were successful in beating back the flames, not
just on Tuesday night but for days after. Their
efforts, alongside teams of firefighters, saved
homes in the valley and also slowed but didn’t
stop the fire as it burned upward over the ridge
between Lake Berryessa and the Berryessa
Highlands.

Evan began using his AT&T cell phone to
broadcast to theLakeBerryessa community for
the Lake Berryessa News via Facebook Live.
Althoughpowerwasout,AT&Thadbrought in
a generator to power their local tower.

(Contiued on back page)

The Entire Berryessa Highlands Community Says, THANK YOU EVAN.

The Berryessa Highlands Community celebrated, on October 28, 2017,
surviving a near disaster from theAtlas Peak Fire, thanking the residents and the
many first responders, and the “unsung heroes” from the Capell Valley
Community, who diverted the direction of the fire away from our homes.

UnderMandatory Evacuation, our community vacated onOctober 10, 2017, not
knowing if we would have a home to return to, considering, at that time, the fire
was consuming our only entrance to our area, at the Corners. We were praying
that the direction of the winds would give the responders a chance to defend our
Highlands community, and the fire lines would hold the fires away.

Relying only on the National and Local News reports on the Fire, who were the
messengers of bad news, there came a voice saying, “There is good news tonight
for theLakeBerryessaCommunity”.ThatvoicewasEVANKILKUS,ourEditor
of theLakeBerryessaNews, and the leader of the Fire SafeCouncil efforts in our
community over the last several years.

Like many of the nine hundred residents evacuated from the Berryessa
Highlands, I would listen and watch the Facebook Live video updates posted by
Evan during the next week of evacuation, reporting on the status of our
community.

Evan decided to stay during theMandatory Evacuation, checking on our homes,
feeding our animals, and reporting. President John F. Kennedywrote that “ONE
MAN WITH COURAGE MAKES A MAJORITY”, and our community was
blessed with a man who selflessly made a difference for our community.

Thankfully submitted by Stu Williams

Berryessa Project Delays
Another casualty of the Atlas Fire
for Lake Berryessa was the
cancelation of three important
meetings which had been
scheduled for October 11th and
October 18th. Two were for
presentation and tours for
respondents to the LakeBerryessa
Request for Information and
Interest (RFII). Six months of
detailed research has concluded
that “Lake Berryessa could
represent one of the most
untapped opportunities for
quality, lake-orientated resort
development in all of California.”
The third was a Lake Berryessa
Community Forum meeting
which was to be sponsored by the
Bureau of Reclamation and Napa
County.
There has been no announcement
of the dates for the rescheduled
meetings.
The critical issue is how many
recreation companies were
interested enough in the Lake
Berryessa RFII to have indicated
that they would attend one of the
RFII presentations. One of the
organizers would only comment
that “some”companieshad shown
an interest.

Help Local Families
Displaced by the Fire

Between Circle Oaks and Turtle
Rock, more than 400 homes
camewithin feet of fire, but were
saved by firefighters. However,
despite their tireless effort, three
families' homes were destroyed
in Capell Valley.

As a Berryessa community we
have already raised andgivenout
more than $15,000 in cash to six
families, plus our three local
Volunteer Fire Departments.

Additionally, residents donated
bikes, work gear, furniture, and
other great items - plus the Bay
Area Diesels car club donated a
trailer load of household
supplies.

The support has been
overwhelming for the people
who lost everything. They are
beyond appreciative. But the
help is still needed as temporary
living and moving expenses are
adding up.

Please help us raise an additional
$10,000 in November by
donating here:

https://www.gofundme.com/
NapaFiresBerryessaHelp

(Contiued from front page)
For a week, the Lake Berryessa News
Facebook page was a fount of images and
reports from around Lake Berryessa,
starting with dramatic nighttime footage of
flames along a ridgeline and later
documenting the closing-off - and eventual
reopening - of roads and neighborhoods.

I spent the next six days in motels in Davis
usingmycomputer as a remote relay station,
translating Evan’s Facebook Live updates
into YouTube videos and posting them on
our LakeBerryessaNewsweb site andwhat
turned out to be a crucial communication
tool Nextdoor Berryessa (Story on page 6.)

Due to themagnitude of the disaster, normal
news agencies were only able to cover it in
summary stories. But our Lake Berryessa
News updates were specific to our region
andwere critical to the residentswho had no
other ways to get news of the fire and the
affect on their homes. Our motto is
“Without the Lake Berryessa News, there
would be no Lake Berryessa news.”

The difference between escaping from a
rapidly advancing fire, as so many did, and
theBerryessaHighlands evacueeswatching
the fire slowly but inexorably coming
toward them is the sense of dread and
helplessness. Evan’s regular video updates
and calmvoicewere instrumental in helping
people copewith those feelings - as somany
said publicly.

FacebookLivewasaneasyandquickway to
show the neighbors their homes were still
there, becausenowordscoulddo that.Using

FacebookLive, he streamed real-time video
of the flames from atop a ridgeline. For
seven days, he narrated and posted videos,
providing context and updates to residents
on edge about the fate of their homes.

And because he had stayed behind, his
responsibilities grew. He began feeding
others’ pets—dogs, chickens, birds, cats—
and keeping an eye on them.

Power to the Berryessa Highlands came on
Sunday night and on Monday, October 16
we were finally allowed back home with
power, water, internet, and spoiled food in
stinky refrigerators. Fortunately, due to the
hard work of firefighters and volunteers,
only a few homes were lost in our region.
That 747 global supertanker (official bird of
Lake Berryessa) made a huge difference in
saving so many homes.

.....COMING SOON TO LAKE BERRYESSA.....
Master Suite With
Private Deck
Hot Tub With

Outdoor Shower
2 Car Garage &

Carport
Basement Wine
Storage Or Shop
5 Minutes To
Boat Launch

$499,000

Picture-Perfect
Custom Home On
Large Lakeview

Lot
3BR/2BA

Great Room With
Fireplace

Gourmet Kitchen
Many Upgrades

Lake Berryessa Senior Center Provides Fire Relief
Those of us Napa County Fire evacuees from the Lake Berryessa and Circle Oaks areas
wish to express our deep appreciation to the Lake Berryessa Senior Center and their
members for their 24/7 welcoming arms and accommodations. When we were told to
evacuate immediately late Sunday evening October 8, we knew the BSC was the "go

to" safe place. Thank you. - CeCe & Jack Short



Fire Personnel Put Themselves
Between Fire and Homes

Now that theAtlas Fire is fully contained and all roads are open, as you drive
along Hwy 121,Wooden Valley Road, Capell Valley Road, and Ridgecrest
Drive in Circle Oaks, through a burned out landscape something looks very
good. Lots of standing homes. Yes, the squares of white ashes where homes
once stood stand out too, but what strikes you even more are the homes that
were spared by the wildfire.

Therearehundredsof stories fromour localCALFIREfirefighters andNapa
County Volunteer Firefighters, about how they parked their trucks in front
yards and fought fire around the homes until the inferno had passed. They
started onSundaynight anddidn’t stop fighting the active fire for 4 to 5 days.
They went from house to house, neighborhood to neighborhood, all the
while putting their lives on the line, in a state of managed chaos.

It’s impossible for the Lake Berryessa News to document the full extent of
this human firefight at this time, the scope is just too great, and the stories of
heroicaction toonumerous.TheLakeBerryessaNewswill hopefullybeable
to share more of them on our web site: www.LakeBerryessaNews.com and
our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Lake-Berryessa-
News-114810958535085/

To see what firefighters saw check out the videos from local volunteer fire
departments during the first hours of the disaster. Try to put yourself in their
places. The YouTube links are:

Fire Truck on Atlas Peak Road:
https://youtu.be/R2Vbf77tB98

This was the first night of theAtlas Firewith-in the first few hours of the fire
starting. Engine 22 was leaving their first assignment and had to drive
through a tight area on their way to their second assignment. It was a short
distance that Engine 22 had to pass through.

Fire Truck on Wooden Valley Road:
https://youtu.be/UPddTvmby94

This videowas taken inEngine22onWoodenValleyRoaddwhen theywent
back to check on a house they already defended. They performed bump and
run structure defense. This is where they quickly knock down fire as it hits
a house, and then quickly go to the next house getting hit by fire to defend
it while moving with the fire front. They didn't have time to mop up so they
kept going back to check on houses they already defended between the fire
hitting newhouses. ChiefGeorgewas on the hill above directing the engines
fromhouse to house tomake sure every house got defended at the right time.

Unprecedent Wildfire Takes an Unprecedented
Response of Teamwork

The biggest week of wildfire in California’s history took an army of
firefighters, many of whom weren’t wearing yellow jackets. From the first
responding Sheriffs and CHP personnel evacuating residents in the middle
of Sunday night, to the ranchers who used every trick in the books to beat
back the fire, to the unnamed homeowners who stayed home with water
sprinklers running, to the random volunteers helping at evacuation centers
and doing donation drives across the Bay Area. The effort was nothing less
than heartwarming. For an inside view of the Capell Valley firefight that
helped protect the Berryessa Highlands and Spanish Flat go to :

Fire Fight by Capell Valley Neighbors
https://youtu.be/jwm8CEk0uUQ

Atlas Fire Timeline From the Berryessa Highlands
By Evan Kilkus

Monday (October 9): As seen with a telephoto lens at 9:30 AM from the top of the ridge at the south end of the Berryessa Highlands, the fire that had started on Atlas Peak
the night beforewas burning all theway south far past Hwy 121, and creeping downhill intoWoodenValley (left photo), and theNorth East/corner of the fire was two ridges
or about three miles away from Capell Valley.

Tuesday (October 10): The day started smoky and got worse as time went on. Winds had shifted towards the Highlands. By 3:30 PM the smoke was more intense as the
fire began to enter the hills above the R-Ranch and Capell Valley (left photo). By 6PM that night the fire was all throughout Capell Valley, right above Circle Oaks, and
had reached the top of the hill just above Steele Canyon, about 1mile from theHighlands neighborhood. By 9:30 PM thewind had shifted back away from the neighborhood
so the fire seemed to just stop at the top of the ridge.

Wednesday (October 11): Morning broke and the fire had only crept part of the way down the hill. An afternoon pounding of water from helicopters and fire retardant
from planes was a sign that firefighters were taking a stand, and they were not going to let the fire go any farther. Check out the video of all the aircraft fighting the fire
at: https://youtu.be/Q4gJCBnWyeg

Thursday (October 12): At this point bulldozer crews had spent 2 days building large back-up fire breaks (left photo), while small amounts of fire were still burning within
the planned containment lines, all less than 1 mile from the neighborhood (right photo).

Friday thru Monday: By this point all active firefighting was wrapping up, but areas were still burning within the firelines. While firefighters cut hand lines and put out the
hot spots, PG&E crews fixed power lines along the roads, and road crews cleared burned and damaged trees from along the roads. Residents were allowed home to all
neighborhoods on Monday. Crews spent one additional week bringing containment to 100%.

See these photos and more at www.LakeBerryessaNews.com

2 Onion Headlines

Polar Bear Cub Just Knows
He’s Going To Be The Last Of

His Species

In The Know: Is The
Government Spying On
Paranoid Schizophrenics

Enough?

Study: 90% Of Plane Landings
Just Barely Pulled Off

Millions Of Moms Set Out On
Pilgrimage To Premium Outlet

Center

Starbucks Offering New
Lukewarm Coffee To Help
Ease Customers’ Transition

From Iced To Hot

Nation Schedules Recurring
Monthly Benefit Concert To
Streamline Tragedy Response

Process

New Study Finds You’d Love
Being Rich Jerk

Nation Throws Off Tyrannical
Yoke Of Moderate Respect

For Women

Man Hoping People Notice
How Many Folding Chairs

He’s Carrying

Man Looks on Helplessly As
Friend Tells Him Story He’s

Already Heard

Mother Still Searching For
Preschool That Focuses
Exclusively On Her Son

Toyota Recalls 1993 Camry
Due To Fact That Owners
Really Should Have Bought
Something New By Now

Man Who Baked Banana
Bread Spends Entire Party
Anxiously Watching It Go

Uneaten

Study Finds Average
American Inadvertently Eats
Equivalent Of 8 Pieces Of

Fruit Per Year

7

Free Flu Vaccine Clinic-Lake Berryessa
December 04, 2017, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Berryessa Senior Center, 4380 Spanish Flat Loop



What’s Happening NEXTDOOR?
By Peter Kilkus

During the destructive Atlas fire in the
Lake Berryessa region, several methods
wereused tocommunicate the statusof the
fire to local residents, especially those
evacuated from the Berryessa Highlands.
Besides the crucial Facebook Live posts
by Evan Kilkus of the Lake Berryessa
News,oneof thekeycommunication tools
was Nextdoor Berryessa. Nextdoor is a
communication platform that allows
neighbors to mobilize and get stuff done
like never before. It allows communities
(Neighborhoods) to easily create private
websites which allow direct contact
among neighbors and build stronger
neighborhoods.
Nextdoor was created based on the idea
that the neighborhood is one of the most
important and useful communities in a
person's life. On Nextdoor, members can:
share local recommendations (plumbers,
auto mechanics, babysitters, etc.); sell or
give away household items; publicize
local events; exchange information about
crime and safety issues; find neighbors in
the directory; ask for advice.
Nextdoor Berryessa was born several
years ago. Berryessa Highlands resident
since 2005 and self-described “computer
geek”, Bill Rahe, says, “While surfing the
internet back in 2012/2013 I ran across an
article about a relatively new website
called Nextdoor. It appeared to be a
unique (and “modern”) way for our
Berryessa Highlands neighbors to
communicate amongst themselves
and for coordinating local events.”
“I opened their weblink(s) to find
that therewereabsolutelynomapped
neighborhoods anywhere near Lake
Berryessa. So…I drew map lines
around our immediate Berryessa
Highlands streets and established
our initial “Nextdoor” online
neighborhood. As a result, I became
the Lead by default. (Editor’s Note:
I remember getting my first
invitation from Bill to join Nextdoor
- which I did. He believes I was
actually the second “member”.)”
“In the immediate months
afterwards people started joining our

Nextdoor site and the boundary lines
started being stretched to include other
neighbors along Steele Canyon Road.
Likewise, along the way Debra Healer
was identified as a Lead for our Nextdoor
site, which was absolutely fine with me.
Working full time at Mechanics Bank in
Napaprohibitedme fromhaving adequate
time to advertise the site or find any locals
interested in joining.Shehad invited“boat
loads” of people to join our online site.”
(Editor’s Note: Debra also used Nextdoor
to organize and host - with her husband
Tom - the epic “We Survived” party on
October 28 at her house - 200+ people! It
was also the longest Nextdoor Berryessa
email chain in its history - 126
conversations! Definitely a better tool
than Facebook.)
Bill goes on, “The rest is history….
residents driving too fast, dogs barking,
coyotes hunting, garage sales, questions
about home repair recommendations, etc.,
etc. But after our most recent experiences
with the threat of devastating fires
avoided, the site delivered everything I
ever hoped it would be able to do...”
During the last five years Nextdoor
Berryessa Highlands has grown to 529
members and added four additional
Neighborhoods: Capell Valley, 39; West
Berryessa, 42; Mix Gates Canyon, 44;
Atlas Peak-Soda Canyon, 85 for a total of
739 members. After the recent Atlas Fire
experience, it will probably continue that
growth trend.

Circle Oaks Fire – the Great Escape
By Marcus Cox – Circle Oaks Resident

When the Sheriff knocked on our door at
1amand tolduswehad toevacuatewehad
no idea the extent of the raging fires
surrounding our 185 home enclave at
Circle Oaks, or that the fire was only 2
miles away (as the crow flies) on Atlas
Peak. We also didn’t know the gale force
winds were spreading cinders all through
the forest and theAtlas fire would grow to
over 51,000 acres and our community
would be inaccessible for over a week.

We rushed to pack what we could as the
smell of smoke got stronger and stronger
and I could hear our lawn furniture being
tossed around like toothpicks in the Gale
force winds (there were gusts of 70 mph
that morning). I tossed all the computers
into the back of our truck, cornered our
kitty in the office and locked her in the pet
carrier (in spite of her protests) just as the
lights blinked out and we lost power.

It was in total darkness we continued to
pack and sort through the 4 stories of stuff
we had accumulated in our last 30 years
together – all the time the thought of our
precious home burning up caused a
tightness inmybelly–butgettingout alive
was the priority.

As we wound our way through the back
roads to the shelter in Calistoga I saw a
bright red glow above the Atlas peak
ridgeline – it was obvious the fire was out
of control and growing fast – it must have
been less than a mile behind the Circle
Oaks ridgeline by now.

We decided the fire behind
us was too big to stay and
we started the trek to the
Napa shelter at Napa
Community college – the
traffic was horrendous and
we had a lot of time to
ponder if this was the
beginning of the
apocalypse!

The smoke and fires
seemed everywhere we
turned and since the power
was off the traffic lights on
highway 29 had turned to 4
way stops - morning
commute traffic was

inching along and Iwonderedwhat would
happen if the fires came down to the
highway.

Hunkering down at our friend’s house we
started to get news reports and “Facebook
Live” broadcasts from Lake Berryessa
News reporter, Evan Kilkus. Evan had
stayed behind at Lake Berryessa
Highlands and was doing live videos
showing firefighting progress in real time
- he was doing these several times a day,
and the whole community of evacuees on
“Napa Neighbors” (another social media
app) were glued to their phones during
these facebook feeds - we all got to know
each other better and share a comradery I
had not seen before.

We all watched Evan’s Facebook feeds
with great enthusiasm as somehow our
neighborhood stayed intact. We later
learned that one of our neighbors,
Battalion Chief, Larry Carr, had come to
fight the fire in Circle Oaks, and joined
forces with 2 other fire crews from
Southern Cal.

Another of our neighbors, Fire Fighter
Greg O’Dell was also helping out every
day. The flames belowLarry's housewere
almost 60 feet high at one point and flying
embers created other spot fires in the
neighborhood but were quickly
extinguished by these brave fire teams.
Several articles in the Napa Register
describe the incredible stand these brave
people made and how Evan Kilkus’s live
reportingmeant somuch to somany of us.

3November Horoscopes

Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Mercury rising in
your sign indicates that things are getting
hotter, as the mercury has expanded,
causing it to rise up the thermometer.

Pisces (2/19-3/20): In the end, you won’t
wish you’d done anything differently;
you’ll just wish you hadn’t had to do
anything.

Aries (3/21-4/19):Don’t let people tell you
that you can’t be anything youwant in life.
Surgical techniques and gene-graftingwill
soon allow anyone to assume giraffe form.

Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): You thought there
was nothing in life that the music of Al
Green couldn’t fix, but then you found out
about reactor meltdowns, crop failure, and
cardiac embolisms.

Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): You will soon get a
nicer job selling higher-quality sweatpants
to a somewhat better class of people.

Cancer (6/22-7/22): This will be a week of
surprise after surprise, which will become
tiresome after a few hours, terrifying after
a few days, and unspeakable after that.

Leo (7/23-8/22): You will finally meet the
man of your dreams, which sounds like
good news until you remember some of
your dreams

Virgo (8/23-9/22: You’ll finally discover
what you were born to do when you turn
out to be the only person at Gorilla Taco
who fits in the combination gorilla/taco
suit

Libra (9/23-10/22): Although the secrets
of heaven and earth are denied to you, the
secret of pancakes turns out to be the use of
sour cream.

Scorpio (10/23-11/21): It’s simply not true
that most people think you’re an
anonymous loser. In fact, most people
have never heard of you.

Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): People say
there are no second chances in life, but
even as they tighten the straps, you’ll be
listening for the governor’s phone call.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Your plans for an
exciting weekend will be spoiled when a
busybody scientist decides he just has to
ask you why you want all that plutonium.

What Is That Red Stuff Falling From The Sky?

Planes have been used for water drops since the 1930s,
but it wasn't until the mid-'50s that firefighters began
using a heavier slurry of water and additives to keep the
water from evaporating in the heat or being blown away
from the drop zone before it hit the ground. Thickeners
also help avoid runoff. Color marks the area hit by the
drop, and the fertilizer encourages regrowth of plants in
the burn area.

Newer retardants use ammonium sulfate or ammonium
polyphosphate with attapulgite clay thickener
or diammonium phosphate with a guar gum derivative
thickener. These are not only less toxic but act
as fertilizers to help the regrowth of plants after the fire.
Most fire retardant that's dropped from the air is one of
the various formulations branded as Phos-Chek, and
overall it's deemed safe.

Once mixed, Phos-Chek LC95A contains about 85 per
cent water and 15 per cent liquid fertilizer, which is
madeupofammoniacompounds,plus small amountsof
clay, food-grade thickener and iron oxide for a bright
red color.

The thickener makes the retardant splat instead of
blowing away. As for the splatter people find on their
homes and cars, once dry, it's tough to remove, leaving
a faded red stain.But in the faceof firemany feel the risk
is worth it - “better red than black.”

The first free-flowing water airdrop from an airplane
onto a fire was made during the Mendenhall Fire,
August 13, 1955, on the Mendocino National Forest
when the pilot of aBoeingStearman75Kaydet dropped
6 loads of water in support of ground firefighters. The
operation successfully knocked-down the blazing fire.

To increase the effectiveness of fire control operations,
in the 1960s, Navy TBM Avengers were converted to
handle slurry drops, becoming the first aircraft
dedicated to aerial firefighting and capable of dropping
600 gallons of retardant on a single sortie.

Through the 1960s, the Forest Service explored using a
wider variety ofmilitary surplus aircraft and discovered
that multiengine PBYs, B-24s, DC-6s, and even B-17s
could carry up to 2,500 gallons of retardant and were
more effective on large fires.

A wide variety of helicopters are also used for
firefighting. Helicopters may be fitted with tanks
(helitankers) or they may carry buckets. Some
helitankers, such as the Erickson AirCrane, are also
outfitted with a front-mounted foam cannon.

The latest fire-fighting aircraft is the huge Boeing 747
Global Supertanker. It was crucial to suppressing the
latest Capell Valley fire and should probably be named
the “Official Bird of Lake Berryessa.”
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54 Rain Year First Rain Total		
By	1/1	
SID	
SCWA 

Season 
Total 

97-98  10.77” 46.26” 

98-99 11/10/98 7.18” 23.46” 

99-00 10/30/99 6.5” 26” 

00-01 10/20/00 4.54” 24.7” 

01-02 10/29/01 15.73” 23.38” 

02-03 11/7/02 19.34” 31.6” 

03-04 10/31/03 12.01” 25.64” 

04-05 10/19/04 15.55” 36.36” 

05-06 9/26/05 17.4” 40.56” 

06-07 10/3/06 - .22” 5.36” 12.7” 

07-08 9/19/07 -.1” 4.48” 25.32” 

08-09 10/3/08 - .2” 6.6” 23.96” 

09-10 9/14/09 - .24” 6.5” 26.41” 

10-11 10/18/10 - .21” 12.62” 37.92” 

11-12 10/4/11 - .2” 3.04” 19.56” 

12-13 10/22/12 - .73” 17.97” 20.65” 

13-14 9/22/13 - .43” 1.88” 13.69” 

14-15 9/19/14 - .11” 13.34” 19.56” 

15-16 10/2/15 - .68” 6.23” 24.57 

16-17 10/4/16 - .04” 8.8” 47.55”  

17-18 10/20/17 - .21”   

	

The Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach (LBBO)
program focuses on educational outreach and
invasive species prevention at Lake Berryessa. Lake
Berryessa provides drinking water for more than
500,000 people in Solano County and is used by the
Jelly Belly Factory and Anheuser-Busch for their
products. The 2017 LBBO program was active from
April to September. Throughout the season, LBBO
interns conducted watercraft screenings for invasive
mussels and educated boaters and recreational users.
Sixteen student interns staffed six boat launches.

The high water levels brought many visitors from
different counties to check out the Glory Hole and the
rest of Lake Berryessa. In order to track and analyze
the effectiveness of outreach efforts, LBBO interns
gathered data and provided weekly summaries to
partner agencies and stakeholders. LBBO interns also
participated in community volunteer cleanup events
throughout the summer, including World
Environment Day and California Coastal Cleanup
Day.

Invasive Mussel Inspection Program

The primary goal of the LBBO program is to prevent
the introduction of invasive mussels into Lake
Berryessa. Invasive species are transported from one
body of water to another through boats and other
watercraft. LBBO interns screened watercraft both
visually and throughboater surveys. Interns staffedall
boat launch sites at LakeBerryessa seven days aweek
from June-September - the peak boating season.

In addition to screening boats and other watercraft,
interns educated boaters on preventing the spread of
invasive species, as well as the ecological, economic,
and recreational impacts that the introduction of
invasive mussels would cause Lake Berryessa, the
surrounding community, and beyond. The vast
majority of boaters were not only amenable to the
screening process, but also supportive of the program.

Program Achievements

Screenings increased by 54% from 2016 and by 82%
from 2015: 16,799 watercraft screened in 2017;
10,860 watercraft screened in 2016; 9,197 watercraft
screened in 2015.

Eight potentially infested watercraft were prevented
from launching this year. Suchwatercraft launched in
infested bodies ofwater in the past thirty dayswithout
sufficient dry time to eliminate risk of transmitting
invasive mussels to Lake Berryessa.

As part of the invasive screening process, interns
collected the followingdata: timeof the screening, the
boater’s home zip code, and the last body of water the
boat had launched.This datahelps theLBBOprogram
understand the efficacy of the invasive screenings as
well as to strategize better protection of Lake
Berryessa in the future.

Home County Data Analysis
ProtectingLakeBerryessa from invasivemussels also
requires knowledge of the geographic region from
which boaters are coming and how many are coming
from each region. As part of the invasive screening
process, each boater’s zip code is collected and
corresponds to their county of residence.
The population that most frequently uses Lake
Berryessa for recreational boating is also dependent
on it for drinking water, and would be the most
personally affected by an infestation of invasive
mussels. Of the Solano County boaters that visited
Lake Berryessa, more than 41% came fromVacaville
and more than 26% came from Fairfield.
Contra Costa and Napa are also major counties of
origin for Lake Berryessa boaters with 21% and 13%,
respectively. Although residents of Contra Costa,
Napa and other counties are not reliant on Lake
Berryessa for drinking water, it is still critical to
engage them in education and outreach for the sake of
SolanoCounty’s principlewater source and their own

local reservoirs that could be affected by an invasive
mussel infestation.

Hydrologic Region Data Analysis

The most critical data collected during the invasive
screening process is information on where a boat last
launched. By recognizing launch patterns of boaters
and determining which hydrologic regions are most
popular, we can better assess and prepare for the risk
Lake Berryessa would face if a nearby region became
infested with invasive mussels.

76% of boaters screened reported to have last
launched at Lake Berryessa. Other commonly
reported places of most recent launch are within the
Sacramento River hydrologic region or the San
Joaquin hydrologic region, neither of which currently
contain any infested bodies of water with invasive
mussels.

After Lake Berryessa, the most common recent
launch locations were the California Delta (95), Lake
Shasta (68), Lake Tahoe (67), Clear Lake (52,) Lake
Sonoma (41), Sacramento River (36), Camanche
Reservoir (36) and Folsom Lake (35).

Conclusion

Themain goal of the LakeBerryessa Boater Outreach
Program is to protect the drinking water source for
nearly 500,000 residents of Solano County through
invasive screenings, cleanup events, and educational
efforts.

The2017LBBOProgramwas successful in screening
a record number of boats for invasive species and
educating over 3,400 visitors about the importance of
keeping Lake Berryessa clean.

Interns hope that visitors were inspired to help keep
LakeBerryessa cleaner thanwhen they arrived so that
the lake continues to be one of the cleanest reservoirs
in the state of California. The chart below shows the
results of the program for the last five years.

Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach Program Report: Summer 2017

Season Totals 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Interns 6 6 14 12 16 
Invasive Screenings 1,547 4,301 9,197 10,860 16,799 

Boater Surveys 1,568 1,670 1,195 1,210 1,115 
Recreator Surveys 325 300 392 265 224 

Bilge Pads Installed 478 690 589 497 372 

	 The Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach Program is managed by the Lake
Berryessa Watershed Partnership which includes the Solano County Water
Agency, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Solano Resource Conservation
District. It also includes representatives fromSolano andNapaCounties aswell
as a range of local agencies in collaboration whose goal is to keep Lake
Berryessa’s water safe and clean

Lake Level 11/1/17
The lake level is now at 430.4 feet - 9.6 feet belowGlory
Hole - only a 2 inch drop thisweek. Last year at this time
the lake was at 399 feet - 41 feet below.

A reader asked a question about the impact of the use of
lakewater for firefighting.There is nomeasurable effect
from theuseof hundredsof thousandsof gallonsofLake
Berryessawater for fire suppression.Most of the red fire
retardant came from storage tanks at local airports and
probably didn’t contain any Lake Berryessa water, but
the fire-fighting helicopters almost never stopped
refilling their tanks here.

This is a BIG lake. The evaporation rate, depending on
the temperature, can bemore than a quarter inch per day
during the summer or 7.5 inches per month. That’s
12,500 acre-feet of water simply going up into the air
every month. 1 acre foot = 326,000 gallons. You do the
math (Hint: 4.7 billion gallons per month). When the
lake was down 41 feet last year, it needed 262 billion
gallons of rain to fill up.


